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Help Make Rabies History
Rabies is a terrible, yet preventable disease 
with approximately half of all human 
rabies deaths occuring in children under 
the age of 15. Unfortunately, rabies 
continues to cause considerable suffering 
for people and their animals and can also 
have a devastating impact on livestock and 
wildlife populations. If you would like to 
support the World Rabies Day initiative, 
please visit our website to make your tax 
deductible donation. 

The World Rabies Day Team would like to 
thank all of our partners from numerous 
organizations throughout the World who 
helped make the first World Rabies Day a 
success.  Special thanks to the World 
Organization for Animal Health (OIE), 
World Health Organization, Pan American 
Health Organization, and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

Looking Ahead
The global response to the inaugural 
World Rabies Day illustrates widespread 
recognition of the need for action to 
control this devastating, but easily 
preventable disease. Strong partnerships 
were forged with key international and 
national organizations, partners and a 
multitude of professional organizations 
and networks. The World Rabies Day 
Team welcomes the participation of both 
the public and private sector in addressing 
this resolvable issue.

World Rabies Day 2008 – 
Working Together to Make 
Rabies History! 
The World Rabies Day campaign is 
committed to its objective of raising  
awareness  and resources to enhance 
prevention  and control of rabies with the 
overall  vision of successful human rabies  
prevention and elimination of dog-to-dog  
transmission of rabies. During the 2008 
campaign, we will continue to invite 
local, national and global rabies 
prevention stakeholders to be partners in 
this important initiative. The expected 
outcome of cross-agency partnering 
activities is to encourage and support 
coordinated rabies vaccination of dog 
populations, education of humans about 
the risk of rabies and when to seek post-
exposure prophylaxis, and facilitating 
access to human rabies biologicals, most 
especially post-exposure prophylaxis.

www.worldrabiesday.org

“World Rabies Day is an initiative of the
Alliance for Rabies Control”
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Campaign Overview
The objective of World Rabies Day is to 
raise awareness and enhance prevention and 
control of rabies. The inaugural campaign 
on September 8, 2007 was celebrated 
globally as a great success and an important 
step forward for rabies prevention and 
control. The Alliance for Rabies Control, in 
collaboration with the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, was proud 
to spearhead this effort with tremendous 
partnerships from numerous international 
leaders in the field of rabies. The World 
Rabies Day coordinating team is 
particularly appreciative of the many 
volunteer World Rabies Day event 
coordinators around the world. 

Global Breadth
At least 74 countries participated in World 
Rabies Day by planning a wide variety of 
events including: vaccination clinics, lectures 
and educational seminars, media outreach, 
museum and zoo exhibits, parades, festivals, 
dances, puppet shows, marches, runs, and 
dog walks. Numerous countries had events 
in every state. In many countries, rabies 
experts convened to discuss goals and plans 
for rabies prevention and control, with 
several countries initiating a national Rabies 
Control Program in honor of this event. 
Veterinary colleges around the world also 
joined forces towards this effort, with 24 
Colleges participating in the United States 
and Caribbean, 15 in India, 5 in Indonesia, 
and several in Mexico, Peru, the Philippines, 
and in some African countries.

Outcomes & Achievements
With the initial goal of engaging 55,000 
people to take action, one for each person 
who dies each year from rabies, hundreds of 
events were coordinated worldwide in 
observance of World Rabies Day. To 
thoroughly evaluate the success of the 
inaugural campaign, a feedback form was 
disseminated to partners and participants. 
Current summary data indicates that over 
393,000 people took action on World 
Rabies Day. Mass education and outreach 
events, such as the week-long celebration in 
Hisar, India, the region-wide participation 
of 18 countries in Latin America and the 
national television broadcast in Nigeria by 
the Minister of Health that aired on the 
Nigerian Television Authority (NTA), 
helped to educate more than 54.3 million 
people worldwide. Over 600,000 animal 
vaccinations were administered and 98% of 
the respondents indicated that they plan to 
host a World Rabies Day event for 2008.

World Rabies Day: Inaugural Outcomes and Future Direction

www.worldrabiesday.org

World Rabies Day activities occurred

in all countries indicated by shading.
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