OPTION #1

[Your Agency’s Information/Letterhead Here]

For Release: [For Immediate Release or Embargoed Until]
Contact: [Name, Phone Number & Email]
Global Rabies Prevention Initiative Starts Locally
[City, State & Date] – In [insert name of city] a global grassroots campaign is taking shape.  This year, the [agency name here] will be teaming up with international rabies experts to celebrate World Rabies Day on September 28.  
[What agency is doing, where and when (i.e., rabies vaccination clinics, educational seminars, events, etc) will take place at/on (locations, dates and times].  [Put who is invited to attend, etc; include fee information, or free services, etc].  
[Optional – add supporting quote from an agency/organization executive here].  “We saw this as an opportunity to highlight the rabies prevention and control efforts in our community, while teaming up with people around the world towards a common goal,” says [insert name and title.]  
Founded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Alliance for Rabies Control, a UK charity, the World Rabies Day initiative aims to bring together relevant partners in an effort to address rabies prevention and control.  “This is a coordinated effort to let the world know that this disease can be readily prevented through education, pet vaccination and increased human awareness as to proper wound management and administration of rabies vaccination after an exposure has occurred”, says Dr. Deborah Briggs, Executive Director for the Alliance for Rabies Control.
In the United States, the greatest achievement in rabies control and prevention occurred half-a-century ago with effective implementation of dog vaccination, licensing and stray dog control.  “We cannot let our guard down with rabies,” warns [insert name of here and title here].  “Rabies is ever-present in wildlife which can expose our pets and possibly our family members.”  
It is estimated that every year 30,000-40,000 US residents are potentially exposed to rabies requiring human rabies post-exposure prophylaxis. [Insert state or local data here.]
“Rabies prevention starts with the animal owner,” advises [insert name and title here].  “We recommend that people vaccinate dogs, cats, ferrets, and any other animal that has regular contact with humans, such as horses.”
Additional information is available online at [Your agency’s online WRD web page] and at www.worldrabiesday.org or by calling [Contact Name and Number here].
###
[Agency Name]                                                                                            [Contact Name]

[Address (Street, City, Zip)]




                      [Contact Title]

[Phone #] [Fax #]

[Email/Website]

OPTION #2
[Your Agency’s Information/Letterhead Here]

For Release: [For Immediate Release or Embargoed Until]
Contact: [Name, Phone Number & Email]
 [Agency Name here] to Partner on Global Rabies Prevention Initiative 

[City, State & Date] – The [agency name here] will be promoting rabies prevention awareness and education by celebrating World Rabies Day on September 28.  [What agency is doing, where and when (i.e., rabies vaccination clinics, educational seminars, events, etc) will take place at/on (locations, dates and times].  [Put who is invited to attend, etc; include fee information, or free services, etc].  

Despite being 100% preventable, it is estimated that 55,000 people die worldwide from rabies each year, approximately one person every ten minutes.  The World Rabies Day initiative is a global rabies awareness campaign being spearheaded by the UK charity Alliance for Rabies Control and the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
“This campaign offers all of us a unique opportunity to increase global awareness of the most deadly disease known to humans,” says Dr. Deborah Briggs, Executive Director for the Alliance of Rabies Control. “A major part of this effort is the declaration of an annual World Rabies Day on September 28th. Events are planned throughout the world to increase awareness about rabies, and to raise support and funding towards its prevention and control.”  
The [agency name here] will join the list of international partners who are rallied towards Working Together to Make Rabies History!  [Optional – add supporting quote from an agency/organization executive here].  
Additional information is available online at [Your agency’s online WRD web page] and at www.worldrabiesday.org or by calling [Contact Name and Number here].
###
[Agency Name]                                                                                            [Contact Name]

[Address (Street, City, Zip)]




                      [Contact Title]

[Phone #] [Fax #]

[Email/Website]

