
 Promoting World Rabies Day Through Social Media:

Guidance and Content
OVERVIEW: Using Social Media 
Social media is an increasingly popular form of communication and content distribution that occurs across online platforms. Unlike more traditional mass media (such as print, television, and radio), social media emphasizes interaction among users and content that is continually accessible, sharable, and portable.  
More than ever, people are using social media to get information about health-related topics. In fact, the Pew Internet Project estimates that 60% of people who look for health information online are accessing social media related to health. 
You might be familiar with three of these social media tools: Twitter, Facebook, and MySpace. In fact, you might even be presently using one or more of them to promote your health objectives. 
Whether you’re a first time or experienced user of social media, the information in this document can help your organization use social media to promote World Rabies Day activities and rabies prevention and control messages in conjunction with World Rabies Day. 
USAGE: Twitter, Facebook, MySpace  
Twitter, Facebook, and MySpace are three of the most popular social media sites and, while there might be similarities among the three, all have functions that are unique from other social media. 

Below is an overview of common methods of communication used across these social media. Click on the link for each section to jump to pre-written content that can be used for the various forms of communication within these social media. 
Twitter

Tweets
· Messages of 140 characters or less that inform, update, and/or draw attention to Web pages or applications

Following/Followers
· You can choose to follow other people or organizations’ Twitter pages (following), which means you are able to view their updates and post to their Twitter page. People who choose to follow you (followers) can do the same. 
Facebook

Wall Posts
· Brief messages posted on the “wall” (individual page) of a person or organization you have “friended”. Friends can also post similar messages on your wall. 
Messages
· Similar to e-mail, contains a subject line and body. Messages can be sent to one person, multiple people, or your entire friends list and then show up in their Facebook Inbox. 

Notes
· Messages, varying in length, that are posted on your wall. Notes are generally conversational and reflect a tone similar to that of a blog entry. 
Status
· Short messages (similar to tweets) that appear on the Facebook home page when updated. Generally express something that is currently happening or will soon take place. 
Events
· The Facebook Events option allows you to include the details of an event (title, location, date/time) as well as a box for further information. Events can be sent to friends who can either choose “yes,” “no,” or “maybe” in relation to attending the event.
Links

· Option on wall that allows for promotion of a singular link and contains a box for describing the contents of the linked page. 
MySpace
Friend Comments
· Short messages posted on your MySpace wall by persons or organizations you have “friended”. Friends can also post similar messages on your wall.
MySpace Mail
· Similar to regular e-mail, contains a subject line and body. Messages can be sent to one person, multiple people, or your entire friends list and then show up in their MySpace Mail Inbox. 

Blog Entries
· Messages, varying in length, that are posted on your MySpace page. Entries generally conversational and reflect a tone similar to that of most other blogs. 
Status
· Short messages (similar to tweets) that appear on the MySpace home page when updated. Generally express something that is currently happening or will soon take place. 
Bulletins
· Messages that contain a subject and body that are posted simultaneously to all friend’s walls. 
USAGE: Partner, Promote, Cross-Promote 

The interactive nature of social media provides an ideal opportunity to proliferate your World Rabies Day messages to current, new, and emerging audiences that might be more inclined to respond and take action. 
Reaching your audiences across social media involves three steps: partner, promote, cross-promote. 

These steps can help you:
· Establish relationships with organizations who have rabies prevention and control - or overlapping issues - within their purview (Partner)

· Distribute your messages to these audiences (Promote)

· Interact with audiences to create linkages among rabies resources and messages (Cross-Promote)
On the next page is a chart that provides a snapshot of some ways in which you can strategically use social media to meet communication objectives.  

	Social Media
	Partner
	Promote
	Cross-Promote

	Facebook
 Add CDC and World Rabies Day as Friends
	 Find and “friend” organizations with similar interest in rabies. Examples:

· Other State/Local Health Departments

· Colleges of Public Health

· Human and Animal Medical Associations

· Humane and Animal Care Organizations


	Send periodic messages to all friends.

Write a note on your wall to promote an upcoming event, engage friends with educational messages.

Update your status to include a countdown to your rabies event and/or World Rabies Day. 


	Respond to others’ postings about rabies-related information. 

Use current friends as a way to engage with potential new collaborators. 

Highlight other World Rabies Day events and use it as an opportunity to promote yours. 

	Twitter

Begin following World Rabies Day and CDC eHealth. 


	Seek out and follow organizations with similar interest in rabies. Examples:

· Other State/Local Health Departments

· Colleges of Public Health

· Human and Animal Medical Associations

· Humane and Animal Care Organizations


	Send periodic tweets (no more than 140 characters) that promote upcoming events or initiatives. 

On the day of an event, dedicate time to tweeting updates about what’s happening at the event. 

Tweet when timely information (such as local news story on rabies) becomes available.  . 
	Cross-tweet with WRD, CDC, and other organizations with an interest in rabies.

Begin following media outlets that have Twitter pages. Watch for opportunities to reach out to them about your rabies events. 



	MySpace

Add CDC as a friend.
	Seek out and follow organizations with similar interest in rabies. Examples:

· Other State/Local Health Departments

· Colleges of Public Health

· Human and Animal Medical Associations

· Humane and Animal Care Organizations


	Make a blog entry/send messages to promote an upcoming event or rabies messaging.

Write a bulletin about your World Rabies Day event and/or prevention and control initiatives. 

Update your status to count down to World Rabies Day and offer educational items.
	Respond to others’ postings about rabies-related information. 

Highlight other World Rabies Day events and use it as an opportunity to promote yours.


Twitter: Sample “Tweets” (140 character limit) 
World Rabies Day Events

On [date], join us at [location] to get your pets vaccinated against rabies. Get more information at: [link]. (30 characters left) 

On [date], join us at [location] for a [event] to help spread awareness about rabies. Get more information at: [link]. (22 characters left)
Today is our rabies vaccination clinic. Be sure to stop by [location] to get your pets vaccinated. [link]. (35 characters left)
Today is our [event]. Be sure to stop by [location] to help spread  awareness about rabies. [link] (42 characters left) 
The clinic is going great! We’ve vaccinated about [number] pets so far. Stop by [location] and get your pet vaccinated.  (19 characters left) 

The [event] is going great! There’s still time to stop by [location] and help spread World Rabies Day awareness.  (26 characters left)
World Rabies Day Prevention and Control Messages

Help prevent the spread of rabies by getting your pets vaccinated. Get more information at: [link]. (25 characters left) 
Today is World Rabies Day! Remember to avoid wild animals, which can transmit rabies. Learn more about rabies and animals at: [link]. (28 characters left)
World Rabies Day is only [number] days away. To see what you can do to help prevent and control rabies, visit [link]. (22 characters left)
Today is World Rabies Day. Learn what you can do to keep you and your family safe from rabies. [Link] (39 characters left)
Facebook
Status Updates (username automatically placed before text)

is looking forward to celebrating World Rabies Day on September 28. Be sure to bring your pets to our rabies vaccination clinic on [date] at [location]. 

is looking forward to celebrating World Rabies Day on September 28. Be sure to stop by our [event] on [date] at [location] to help spread rabies awareness. 

is looking forward to celebrating World Rabies Day on September 28. Be sure to visit [link] to find out what you can do to help prevent and control rabies. 

is looking forward to celebrating World Rabies Day on September 28. Be sure to speak with your veterinarian about protecting your pets from rabies.
is celebrating World Rabies Day today. To get more information on what you can do to help prevent and control rabies, visit [link]. 

Wall Posts: Events
On [date], join us at [location] to get your pets vaccinated against rabies. Get more information at: [link]. 

On [date], join us at [location] for a [event] to help spread rabies awareness. Get more information at: [link]. 

Today is our rabies vaccination clinic. Be sure to stop by [location] to get your pets vaccinated. [link]. 
Today is our [event]. Be sure to stop by [location] to help spread rabies awareness. [link] 
The clinic is going great! We’ve vaccinated about [number] pets so far. Stop by [location] and get your pet vaccinated.   

The [event] is going great! There’s still time to stop by [location] and help spread World Rabies Day awareness.  

Wall Posts: WRD Prevention and Control Messages
Help prevent the spread of rabies by taking the time to get your pets vaccinated. Get more information at: [link]. 

Today is World Rabies Day! Remember to avoid wild animals, which can transmit rabies. Learn more about rabies and animals at: [link].
World Rabies Day is only [number] days away. To see what you can do to help prevent and control rabies, visit [link]. 

Today is World Rabies Day. Take the time to see what you can do to keep you and your family safe from rabies. [Link] 
Messages/Notes: WRD Prevention and Control Messages

(messages are sent to Inbox) 

Subject: Vaccinate Your Pets
Body: Rabies is a deadly disease that every year kills 55,000 people worldwide. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. [Relevant local/state stats on rabies]. 

However, pets like cats and dogs are often in close contact with wild animals. This can make them more likely to get rabies and transmit it to humans. 

Be sure to get your pets vaccinated every year. This will help make sure you and your pets are free from rabies. Contact your veterinarian to talk about getting a rabies shot for your pet and to schedule and appointment. 

September 28 is World Rabies Day, a global health observance co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which promotes awareness of rabies. This day provides an excellent opportunity to learn more about pet vaccination and other things you can do to help prevent and control the spread of rabies. 
For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 
Subject: Stay Rabies Free. Avoid Wildlife. 

Body: Rabies is a deadly disease that every year kills 55,000 people worldwide. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. More than 90% of all animal rabies cases reported to CDC each year occur in wild animals. [Relevant local/state stats on rabies].
One of the best ways to protect yourself and your family is to avoid contact with wild animals. Do not feed or handle them, even if they seem friendly. If you see a wild animal acting strangely, report it to animal control.
September 28 is World Rabies Day, a global health observance co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which promotes awareness of rabies. This day provides an excellent opportunity to learn more about the dangers of rabies from wildlife and other things you can do to help prevent and control the spread of rabies. 
For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 
Subject: Help Celebrate World Rabies Day 

Body: [Today or Sep. 28] is World Rabies Day! 

Rabies is a deadly disease that every year kills 55,000 people worldwide. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. More than 90% of all animal rabies cases reported to CDC each year occur in wild animals.
World Rabies Day is an excellent time to take the necessary steps to help prevent and control rabies, including:

· Vaccinate your dog, cat, or other pet. 

· Spay or neuter your pets to help reduce the number of unwanted animals that may not be properly cared for or vaccinated regularly.
· Keep cats and ferrets indoors and keep dogs under direct supervision when outdoors. Do not keep food or water outdoors. 

· Avoid wildlife and unfamiliar animals. Do not feed or handle them.

· Report animals acting strangely to animal control. 

Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies. 

For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 
Messages/Notes: World Rabies Day Events

Subject: Vaccinate Your Pets Against Rabies on [Date of Event] 

Body: On [date], [organization(s)] is holding a rabies vaccination clinic. The clinic will be held at [location]. [Details about clinic: cost, types of pets vaccinated, instructions for preparing pets for clinic, etc.]. 

The clinic is being held in celebration of World Rabies Day, which occurs every year on September 28. Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies prevention and control. 

Pet vaccination is a critical part of rabies prevention and control. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. However, pets like cats and dogs are often in close contact with wild animals. This can make them more likely to get rabies and transmit it to humans. 

Vaccinating your pets every year can help name sure you and your pets are free from rabies. This clinic provides an excellent opportunity to get your pets up to date on their rabies vaccination and learn what else you can do to help prevent and control the spread of rabies. 
For more information World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 

Subject: Come to our World Rabies Day [Event] 

Body: On [date], [organization(s)] is holding a [event]. The clinic will be held at [location]. [Details about event: cost, who is invited, objectives, etc.]. 

The [event] is being held in celebration of World Rabies Day, which occurs every year on September 28. Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies prevention and control. 

Rabies is a deadly disease that every year kills 55,000 people worldwide. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. More than 90% of all animal rabies cases reported to CDC each year occur in wild animals.
World Rabies Day is an excellent time to take the necessary steps to help prevent and control rabies, including:

· Vaccinate your dog, cat, or other pet. 

· Spay or neuter your pets to help reduce the number of unwanted animals that may not be properly cared for or vaccinated regularly.

· Keep cats and ferrets indoors and keep dogs under direct supervision when outdoors. Do not keep food or water outdoors. 

· Avoid wildlife and unfamiliar animals. Do not feed or handle them.

· Report animals acting strangely to animal control. 

For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 

Event Invitations

Title: Rabies Vaccination Clinic 
Location: [Details]
Time: [Details]
Body: On [date], [organization(s)] is holding a rabies vaccination clinic. The clinic will be held at [location]. [Details about clinic: cost, types of pets vaccinated, instructions for preparing pets for clinic, etc.]. 

The clinic is being held in celebration of World Rabies Day, which occurs every year on September 28. Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies prevention and control. 

Pet vaccination is a critical part of rabies prevention and control. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. However, pets like cats and dogs are often in close contact with wild animals. This can make them more likely to get rabies and transmit it to humans. 

Vaccinating your pets every year can help name sure you and your pets are free from rabies. This clinic provides an excellent opportunity to get your pets up to date on their rabies vaccination and learn what else you can do to help prevent and control the spread of rabies. 

For more information World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 

Title: World Rabies Day [Event] 

Location: [Details]
Time: [Details]
Body: This [event] is being held in celebration of World Rabies Day, which occurs every year on September 28. Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies prevention and control. 

Rabies is a deadly disease that every year kills 55,000 people worldwide. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. More than 90% of all animal rabies cases reported to CDC each year occur in wild animals.
For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 

MySpace

Friend Comments: Events
On [date], join us at [location] to get your pets vaccinated against rabies. Get more information at: [link]. 

On [date], join us at [location] for a [event] to help spread rabies awareness. Get more information at: [link]. 

Today is our rabies vaccination clinic. Be sure to stop by [location] to get your pets vaccinated. [link]. 
Today is our [event]. Be sure to stop by [location] to help spread rabies awareness. [link] 
The clinic is going great! We’ve vaccinated about [number] pets so far. Stop by [location] and get your pet vaccinated.   

The [event] is going great! There’s still time to stop by [location] and help spread World Rabies Day awareness.  

Friend Comments: WRD Prevention and Control Messages
Help prevent the spread of rabies by taking the time to get your pets vaccinated. Get more information at: [link]. 

Today is World Rabies Day! Remember to avoid wild animals, which can transmit rabies. Learn more about rabies and animals at: [link].
World Rabies Day is only [number] days away. To see what you can do to help prevent and control rabies, visit [link]. 

Today is World Rabies Day. Take the time to see what you can do to keep you and your family safe from rabies. [Link] 
Blog Entries/MySpace Mail: WRD Prevention and Control Messages

(NOTE: these can be posted on your personal blog and/or distributed through the MySpace Mail option) 

Subject: Vaccinate Your Pets

Body: Rabies is a deadly disease that every year kills 55,000 people worldwide. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. [Relevant local/state stats on rabies]. 

However, pets like cats and dogs are often in close contact with wild animals. This can make them more likely to get rabies and transmit it to humans. 

Be sure to get your pets vaccinated every year. This will help make sure you and your pets are free from rabies. Contact your veterinarian to talk about getting a rabies shot for your pet and to schedule and appointment. 

September 28 is World Rabies Day, a global health observance co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which promotes awareness of rabies. This day provides an excellent opportunity to learn more about pet vaccination and other things you can do to help prevent and control the spread of rabies. 
For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 
Subject: Stay Rabies Free. Avoid Wildlife. 

Body: Rabies is a deadly disease that every year kills 55,000 people worldwide. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. More than 90% of all animal rabies cases reported to CDC each year occur in wild animals. [Relevant local/state stats on rabies].
One of the best ways to protect yourself and your family is to avoid contact with wild animals. Do not feed or handle them, even if they seem friendly. If you see a wild animal acting strangely, report it to animal control.
September 28 is World Rabies Day, a global health observance co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which promotes awareness of rabies. This day provides an excellent opportunity to learn more about the dangers of rabies from wildlife and other things you can do to help prevent and control the spread of rabies. 
For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 
Subject: Help Celebrate World Rabies Day 

Body: [Today or Sep. 28] is World Rabies Day! 

Rabies is a deadly disease that every year kills 55,000 people worldwide. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. More than 90% of all animal rabies cases reported to CDC each year occur in wild animals.
World Rabies Day is an excellent time to take the necessary steps to help prevent and control rabies, including:

· Vaccinate your dog, cat, or other pet. 

· Spay or neuter your pets to help reduce the number of unwanted animals that may not be properly cared for or vaccinated regularly.

· Keep cats and ferrets indoors and keep dogs under direct supervision when outdoors. Do not keep food or water outdoors. 

· Avoid wildlife and unfamiliar animals. Do not feed or handle them.

· Report animals acting strangely to animal control. 

Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies. 

For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 
Blog Entries/MySpace Mail: World Rabies Day Events

Subject: Vaccinate Your Pets Against Rabies on [Date of Event] 

Body: On [date], [organization(s)] is holding a rabies vaccination clinic. The clinic will be held at [location]. [Details about clinic: cost, types of pets vaccinated, instructions for preparing pets for clinic, etc.]. 

The clinic is being held in celebration of World Rabies Day, which occurs every year on September 28. Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies prevention and control. 

Pet vaccination is a critical part of rabies prevention and control. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. However, pets like cats and dogs are often in close contact with wild animals. This can make them more likely to get rabies and transmit it to humans. 

Vaccinating your pets every year can help name sure you and your pets are free from rabies. This clinic provides an excellent opportunity to get your pets up to date on their rabies vaccination and learn what else you can do to help prevent and control the spread of rabies. 

For more information World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 

Subject: Come to our World Rabies Day [Event] 

Body: On [date], [organization(s)] is holding a [event]. The clinic will be held at [location]. [Details about event: cost, who is invited, objectives, etc.]. 

The [event] is being held in celebration of World Rabies Day, which occurs every year on September 28. Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies prevention and control. 

Rabies is a deadly disease that every year kills 55,000 people worldwide. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. More than 90% of all animal rabies cases reported to CDC each year occur in wild animals.
World Rabies Day is an excellent time to take the necessary steps to help prevent and control rabies, including:

· Vaccinate your dog, cat, or other pet. 

· Spay or neuter your pets to help reduce the number of unwanted animals that may not be properly cared for or vaccinated regularly.

· Keep cats and ferrets indoors and keep dogs under direct supervision when outdoors. Do not keep food or water outdoors. 

· Avoid wildlife and unfamiliar animals. Do not feed or handle them.

· Report animals acting strangely to animal control. 

Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies. 

For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 
Status Updates (username automatically placed before text)

is looking forward to celebrating World Rabies Day on September 28. Be sure to bring your pets to our rabies vaccination clinic on [date] at [location]. 

is looking forward to celebrating World Rabies Day on September 28. Be sure to stop by our [event] on [date] at [location] to help spread rabies awareness. 

is looking forward to celebrating World Rabies Day on September 28. Be sure to visit [link] to find out what you can do to help prevent and control rabies. 

is looking forward to celebrating World Rabies Day on September 28. Be sure to speak with your veterinarian about protecting your pets from rabies.

is celebrating World Rabies Day today. To get more information on what you can do to help prevent and control rabies, visit [link]. 

Bulletins

Subject: Rabies Vaccination Clinic 

Body: On [date], [organization(s)] is holding a rabies vaccination clinic. The clinic will be held at [location]. [Details about clinic: cost, types of pets vaccinated, instructions for preparing pets for clinic, etc.]. 

The clinic is being held in celebration of World Rabies Day, which occurs every year on September 28. Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies prevention and control. 

Pet vaccination is a critical part of rabies prevention and control. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. However, pets like cats and dogs are often in close contact with wild animals. This can make them more likely to get rabies and transmit it to humans. 

Vaccinating your pets every year can help name sure you and your pets are free from rabies. This clinic provides an excellent opportunity to get your pets up to date on their rabies vaccination and learn what else you can do to help prevent and control the spread of rabies. 

For more information World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 

Subject: World Rabies Day is September 28
Body: Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that is celebrated annually on September 28 and promotes awareness of rabies prevention and control. 

Rabies is a deadly disease that every year kills 55,000 people worldwide. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. More than 90% of all animal rabies cases reported to CDC each year occur in wild animals.
World Rabies Day is an excellent time to take the necessary steps to help prevent and control rabies, including:

· Vaccinate your dog, cat, or other pet. 

· Spay or neuter your pets to help reduce the number of unwanted animals that may not be properly cared for or vaccinated regularly.

· Keep cats and ferrets indoors and keep dogs under direct supervision when outdoors. Do not keep food or water outdoors. 

· Avoid wildlife and unfamiliar animals. Do not feed or handle them.

· Report animals acting strangely to animal control. 

For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 

