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WORLD RABIES DAY

September 28, 2008

www.worldrabiesday.org
Working together to make rabies history!

Call to Action – Reasons to support World Rabies Day

· The world has all of the tools and technology required to prevent rabies but often lacks the funding required to use them. 

· In most cases, ending rabies in dogs, the main source of rabies globally, is as simple as ensuring adequate animal vaccination and control, and educating those at risk.

· As a veterinarian, you can help on this important initiative!

Ideas on how veterinary clinics or individual veterinarians can get involved in and support World Rabies Day: 

· Promote the need for pets to be current on their rabies vaccines in association 
with World Rabies Day.

· Encourage your clients to vaccinate their dogs, cats, ferrets, and any valuable livestock and horses, and advise them on the required frequency of vaccination.

· Educate pet owners about responsible pet ownership.  

· Promote spaying or neutering pets which may decrease undesirable behavior and will prevent them from contributing to the birth of unwanted animals.

· Advise clients to not leave garbage or pet food outside, as it may attract wild or stray animals.

· Discourage clients from bringing wild animals into their homes and keeping them as pets.  This may be against state or local regulations and pose a potential rabies threat.

· Distribute materials in your clinics to educate your clients on rabies prevention.

Resources:

· World Rabies Day Web site: www.worldrabiesday.org
· CDC Rabies Web site: www.cdc.gov/rabies
· AVMA Web site: www.avma.org 

· AVMA Rabies Brochure http://www.avma.org/communications/brochures/rabies/rabies_brochure.pdf 

· AAHA Web site: www.aahanet.org 

· Your State Veterinary Medical Association 

· http://www.avma.org/statevma/default.asp 

· Your state or local health department

· Your local animal control

