PRE-WRITTEN ARTICLES FOR NEWSLETTERS

WRD Prevention and Control Messages 

Option #1: 

Headline: Vaccinate Your Pets

Body: Rabies is a deadly disease that is almost always fatal if not prevented. In fact, every year in the U.S., measures are taken to prevent approximately 40,000 potential exposures to rabies.  The animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. [Relevant local/state stats on rabies]. 

However, pets like cats and dogs are often in close contact with wild animals. This can make them more likely to get rabies and transmit it to humans. 

Be sure to get your pets vaccinated every year. This will help make sure you and your pets are protected from rabies. Contact your veterinarian to talk about getting a rabies shot for your pet and to schedule an appointment. 

September 28 is World Rabies Day, a global health observance co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which promotes awareness of rabies. This day provides an excellent opportunity to learn more about pet vaccination and other things you can do to help prevent and control the spread of rabies. 
For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, call 800-CDC-INFO or visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 
Option #2: 

Headline: Stay Rabies Free. Avoid Wildlife. 

Body: Rabies is a deadly disease that is almost always fatal if not prevented. In fact, every year in the U.S., measures are taken to prevent approximately 40,000 potential exposures to rabies. The animals that most commonly have rabies and can infect people and domestic pets are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. More than 90% of all animal rabies cases reported to CDC each year occur in wild animals. [Relevant local/state stats on rabies].
One of the best ways to protect yourself and your family is to avoid contact with wild animals. Do not feed or handle them, even if they seem friendly. If you see a wild animal acting strangely, report it to animal control.
September 28 is World Rabies Day, a global health observance co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which promotes awareness of rabies. This day provides an excellent opportunity to learn more about the dangers of rabies from wildlife and other things you can do to help prevent and control the spread of rabies. 
For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, call 800-CDC-INFO or visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 
Option #3: 

Headline: Help Celebrate World Rabies Day 

Body: [Today or Sep. 28] is World Rabies Day! 

Rabies is a deadly disease that is almost always fatal if not prevented. In fact, every year in the U.S., measures are taken to prevent approximately 40,000 potential exposures to rabies. The animals that most commonly have rabies and can infect people and domestic pets are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. More than 90% of all animal rabies cases reported to CDC each year occur in wild animals.
World Rabies Day is an excellent time to take the necessary steps to help prevent and control rabies, including:

· Vaccinate your dog, cat, or other pet. 

· Spay or neuter your pets to help reduce the number of unwanted animals that may not be properly cared for or vaccinated regularly.

· Keep cats and ferrets indoors and keep dogs under direct supervision when they are outdoors. 
· Do not keep food or water outdoors, since this may encourage the presence of stray or wild animals.  
· Avoid wildlife and unfamiliar animals. Do not feed or handle them.

· Report animals acting strangely to animal control. 

Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies. 

For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, call 800-CDC-INFO or visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 
World Rabies Day Events

Option #1: 

Headline: Vaccinate Your Pets Against Rabies on [Date of Event] 

Body: On [date], [organization(s)] is holding a rabies vaccination clinic. The clinic will be held at [location]. [Details about clinic: cost, types of pets vaccinated, instructions for preparing pets for clinic, etc.]. 

The clinic is being held in celebration of World Rabies Day, which occurs every year on September 28. Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies prevention and control. 

Pet vaccination is a critical part of rabies prevention and control. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. However, pets like cats and dogs are often in close contact with wild animals. This can make them more likely to get rabies and transmit it to humans. 

Vaccinating your pets every year can help make sure you and your pets are protected from rabies. This clinic provides an excellent opportunity to keep your pets up to date on their rabies vaccination and learn what else you can do to help prevent and control the spread of rabies. 

For more information World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, call 800-CDC-INFO or visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 

Option #2: 

Headline: Come to our World Rabies Day [Event] 

Body: On [date], [organization(s)] is holding a [event]. The clinic will be held at [location]. [Details about event: cost, who is invited, objectives, etc.]. 

The [event] is being held in celebration of World Rabies Day, which occurs every year on September 28. Co-sponsored by the Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Rabies Day is a global health observance that promotes awareness of rabies prevention and control. 

Rabies is a deadly disease that every year kills 55,000 people worldwide. In this country, the animals that most commonly have rabies and can infect people and domestic pets are wild animals, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats. More than 90% of all animal rabies cases reported to CDC each year occur in wild animals.
World Rabies Day is an excellent time to take the necessary steps to help prevent and control rabies, including:

· Vaccinate your dog, cat, or other pet. 

· Spay or neuter your pets to help reduce the number of unwanted animals that may not be properly cared for or vaccinated regularly.

· Keep cats and ferrets indoors and keep dogs under direct supervision when they are outdoors. 
· Do not keep food or water outdoors, since this may encourage the presence of stray or wild animals.  

· Avoid wildlife and unfamiliar animals. Do not feed or handle them.

· Report animals acting strangely to animal control. 

For more information on World Rabies Day, visit www.worldrabiesday.org. For general information on rabies, call 800-CDC-INFO or visit [link] and www.cdc.gov/rabies. 

