 [Your Agency’s Information/Letterhead Here]

For Release: [For Immediate Release or Embargoed Until]
Contact: [Name, Phone Number & Email]
[Event] To Coincide with World Rabies Day
[City/County, State] – On [date], the [name of health department] is hosting a [event] to [purpose of event; i.e. vaccinate more pets]. The [event] will coincide with World Rabies Day, a global rabies awareness campaign. 
[What agency is doing, where and when (i.e., rabies vaccination clinics, educational seminars, events, etc) will take place at/on (locations, dates and times].  [Put who is invited to attend, etc; include fee information, or free services, etc].  

“Rabies can threaten all members of the family, including pets,” said [insert name and title]. “When untreated, rabies in humans is almost always fatal. However, it is also 100% preventable.  This underscores the critical need for community members to take the appropriate steps to prevent and control rabies.”
It is estimated that every year 30,000-40,000 U.S. residents are potentially exposed to rabies, requiring human rabies post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP). In [year], [relevant number from here] cases of rabies were reported in [state]. [Insert other relevant state or local data here.]
Although the majority of rabies cases occur in wildlife, most humans are exposed to the virus as a result of an encounter with an infected domestic animal. Keeping pets, including cats and dogs, up-to-date on vaccinations, is a primary means of helping to prevent rabies in humans and domestic animals. 

“For many people, pets are cherished and loved members of the family,” said [insert name and title]. “Speaking with a veterinarian about keeping current with vaccination not only helps to make sure they are free from rabies, but also reduces the risk of exposure for all family members.” 
World Rabies Day will be celebrated globally on September 28. Founded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Alliance for Rabies Control, a UK charity, the World Rabies Day initiative aims to bring together relevant partners in an effort to address rabies prevention and control.  

Additional information on [event] is available online at [Your agency’s online Web page]. For more information on World Rabies Day visit www.worldrabiesday.org. 
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