Ryan Colburn’s Biography:

Ryan Colburn is a third year veterinary student at the College of Veterinary Medicine at Michigan State University.  Originally from Grand Rapids, Michigan, Ryan received his Bachelors degree with Honors in Biology from Calvin College before moving to East Lansing to attend Veterinary School.

Alongside Ryan’s academic pursuits, he has also strived to be an active member of the veterinary profession by seeking out many ways to get involved in a variety of leadership roles.  He has held leadership roles in a variety of student organizations, has served as the Event Coordinator for Vet-a-Visit, the annual open house for the College of Veterinary Medicine at Michigan State and also served as the student liaison to the AVMA Animal Welfare Committee for 2007-2008.  He is currently also serving as Vice President of his class, is completing his term as the Senior Delegate from MSU to the Student AVMA, and was recently elected as the new Global and Public Health ad hoc Officer on the SAVMA Executive Committee.

Having known from a very young age that veterinary medicine was the career of choice, Ryan has already developed a strong passion for the profession and is eager to see where his career takes him.  His professional interests include small animal emergency medicine, exotic animal medicine, zoo and wildlife medicine, and organized veterinary medicine.
Through his engagements with the AVMA and SAVMA, Ryan has also discovered a keen interest in the collaborative efforts of the One Health movement.  As the new Global and Public Health ad hoc Executive Officer, one of his primary roles will be to develop and organize the SAVMA One Health Challenge in years to come that will only grow from the huge success experienced with World Rabies Day 2007 and soon the 2008 campaign as well.

